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➢ Page 5:  Student Assistance Services (continued); Upcoming Events  

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUPIL SERVICES (DPS) LEADERSHIP TEAM  

On March 1, 2019, DPS Leadership Team participated in a Trauma Awareness 101 Training developed by 

leaders from SCAN (Stop Child Abuse Now) and the Loudoun TICN (Loudoun Trauma Informed 

Community Network). These community partners are providing us with the trauma-informed lens to 

enhance our existing Multi -Tiered Systems of support (MTSS) framework and practices. On March 29, 

2019, our DPS leaders will participate in a Trauma Informed Supervisor Training as we take next steps to 

becoming a trauma-informed district. 
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                                                                                MANDT® ACADEMY 

 

The Mandt® Academy is a train-the-trainer initiative, 

training participants in the foundational principles of 

Mandt® including building healthy relationships, positive 

communication, conflict resolution, trauma-informed care, 

and physical skills that may be necessary to keep students 

and staff safe during a crisis. 

Beginning in October 2018, school-based staff identified two 

individuals to participate in the Mandt® Academy. Ten 

trainings have occurred: 44 elementary schools, 8 high 

schools, and 18 middle schools now have a Mandt® trainer in 

their building. Having Mandt® trainers in the schools 

affords schools the 

opportunity to 

train all staff on a 

consistent 

philosophy.  In 

addition, the 

training provides 

tools to work with 

students proactively, decreasing the likelihood of 

behaviors escalating and resulting in a loss of 

instructional time, suspensions, and incidences of 

restraint and seclusion. Training evaluation feedback has 

been extremely positive with staff excited about the 

opportunity to work with their schools sharing tools and 

practices to support students.      

                      

 PARENT RESOURCE SERVICES (PRS)  

                                       
On March 13, 2019, PRS hosted the Pupil Services Mental 

Health and Wellness Series, Protecting Our Youth:  A 

Conversation about Teen Trafficking for Parents and Teens.  

Parents and teens learned about the dangers of teen 

trafficking.  Parents learned how to protect their children, and 

students learned how to protect themselves.  It was a very 

well-received presentation with over 300 people participating.  

One participant commented, “Very valuable and real 

information.  I’m glad it’s being discussed and taught.  We owe it to our kids to be safe!”   
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                                                                                                            PRS (continued) 

On March 16, 2019, PRS held the second annual Summer Activities Resource Fair.  Families had the 

opportunity to talk with vendors who offered summer camps, activities, and resources.  We had over 

100 people attend this fair.  One parent commented, “It’s so nice to have so many different resources 

in one place so we don’t have to make multiple calls and visits.”  Another commented, “Excellent; 

had no idea these camps were available.”  This year, we also held a break-out session for parents 

with preschool/early elementary children on activities that they could do over the summer with their 

children.  

 Please visit the PRS website for additional information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lcps.org/ParentResourceServices
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RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) 

• We are pleased to announce that all 12 remaining 

elementary schools will participate in RTI Cohort 

III for the 2019-2020 school year, bringing our 

elementary school participation to 100%!  Cohort III 

schools will collect baseline practices using the 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) RTI 

Implementation Rubric during the month of April 

so that this data can be used during the 

comprehensive needs assessment (CNA) and school 

improvement planning (SIP) processes. Cohort III 

new team training is scheduled for September 12, 

2019. 

• RTI Cohort I and Cohort II schools are currently assessing growth of practices by completing 

the RTI Implementation Rubric.  These schools will use their data as part of the CNA and SIP 

process. 

• FASTBridge Learning Part 1 (Navigating and Screening) and Part 2 (Reporting and Progress 

Monitoring) were provided to 50 participants over 12 sessions during February and 

March.  Additional summer 2019, fall 2019, and spring 2020 opportunities will be announced in 

April. Approximately 87% of participants described their understanding prior to the training as 

poor or fair.  After the training, 98% of participants described their understanding as good or 

very good. 

• Math RTI pilot schools will attend professional learning on April 23, 2019.  The focus of the 

session will be Concrete-Representational-Abstract (CRA) multisensory approaches to learning. 

 

 

 

                                                                       STUDENT ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

 

The Student Assistance Services Team invited teens and 

parents to a shared workshop experience on February 19, 

2019, at Brambleton Library. Over 100 parents and teens 

were in attendance. The workshop began with our student 

assistance specialists sharing on overview of drug trends, 

school-based supports, and effective parenting strategies. Sam 

Lucania shared his powerful, personal story of recovery with 

the attentive audience. Sam is a person in long-term recovery 

from substance use disorder, who uses his personal 

experiences with drugs, alcohol, depression, anxiety, and 

suicidal behavior to educate and motivate others. Sam’s 

message emphasizes awareness and encouragement. 

Following Sam’s presentation, parents and teens participated 

in small group discussions led by our student assistance team 

to learn how to navigate conversations with their loved ones 

about substance use and mental health.  
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STUDENT ASSISTANCE SERVICES (continued) 

 

Student Assistance Services and Parent Resource 

Services coordinated ‘Protecting Our Youth: A 

Conversation About Teen Trafficking for Parents and 

Teens.’ Over 350 parents, teens, and staff were in 

attendance for this important conversation.  

 

Bill Woolf, executive director of Just Ask Prevention 

Project shared the dangers and warning signs of teen 

trafficking and what we can all do to fight 

back.  Following the presentation, Jennifer Wall, 

supervisor of Student Assistance Services, Michelle 

Smith, superintendent of Loudoun Juvenile 

Detention Center, and Nicole Witmann, Loudoun’s 

chief deputy Commonwealth attorney answered 

questions about Loudoun’s efforts to respond to teen 

trafficking in our schools and community.  

 

Attendees at both workshops indicated that they learned new information about the topics; left the 

presentations ready to try a new strategy, skill, or way of approaching things; and would 

recommend these workshops to other parents. 

 

 

 

       UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
➢ April 3, 2019:  LCPS Career & Apprenticeship 

Fair; this event will be open to all students in 

grades 8-12. Location: The Academies of 

Loudoun; Time:  6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

➢ April 15-19, 2019:  Spring Break 

 

          DEPARTMENT LEADERSHIP 

Dr. Asia Jones, Assistant Superintendent, Pupil Services 

John Lody, Director, Diagnostic and Prevention Services 

Dr. Suzanne Jimenez, Director, Special Education 

Dr. Clark Bowers, Director, Student Services 

 

  

 


